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Light Automation: When it comes to light 
automation there are two options. The 
first is installing smart light switches. 
Smart light switches not only can be con-
trolled by an app, but many give you a va-
riety of lighting choices, like dimming. The 
second smart lighting option is smart 
bulbs. Like smart plugs, smart bulbs en-
hance regular lights into smart ones. 
Switch out your old bulbs for smart ones, 
and you will be able to automate your 
lighting. So which is a better choice? 
Smart switches are the more affordable 
option but often involve complicated in-
stallations. Smart bulbs offer more light-
ing options, like dimming or soft light, but 
are more expensive because they require 
the purchase of a translator hub to work 
with your smart devices. 

Video Door Bells: Video doorbells not on-

ly sense, and alert you when someone is 

at the front door, but can also show you 

video footage of who is there, and can 

use intercom technology to talk to your 

visitor. No longer do you have to yell 

“who’s there?” or “come in” from across 

the house. You can see from your smart 

device, or even ask your smart speaker to 

show you. 

Robot Vacuums: Accessibility to a robot 

maid may be pretty far off, but a robot 

vacuum is the next best thing. They can 

be controlled from your smart devices, 

including your smart speakers. As if hav-

ing a robot vacuum wasn’t enough, some 

of these vacuums come with their own 

artificial intelligence (AI) like your smart 

speakers, and a few can even stream pic-

tures and video straight to your smart 

device. 

Smart Kitchens 

Though technology has yet to provide us with 
a robot chef,  these smart kitchen appliances 
make cooking and cleaning that much easier.  

 

You can even connect many of them with your smart speakers!  

 

 

 

 

Smart Refrigerators: Smart refrigerators vary in capability. They can tell 
you how often they are being accessed, alert you if a door is left 
open, let you know what products you need to buy, and a few mod-
els even have monitors that can stream TV. Smart Refrigerators can 
come with one of these features, a combination of them, or all of 
them. Some fridges display this information straight from the unit, 
but others send all the information to an app. Most of the app com-
patible refrigerators will also run diagnostics, to make sure every-
thing is running smoothly. It really depends on what you are looking 
for. 

Smart Ovens: Smart Ovens allow you to control your over from any-
where. There even smart ovens that can be controlled through Alexa. 
Some apps also allow you to look up recipes and queue up the time and 
temperature needed for them, but often you still need to press start. 
Most smart ovens will at least let you control the timer, and run diagnos-
tics for you. 

Smart Dishwashers: Smart dishwashers run on very similar apps as 
smart ovens and app compatible smart fridges. This is because they are 
produced by the same companies (e.g. LG, GE, Whirlpool etc.). With 
these apps, you can check the status of your wash, get notifications 
when your load is done, and stop/start a load. Similar to the oven, and 
refrigerator, most of these apps also will run diagnostics on your units if 
necessary. 

Smart Laundry: Laundry isn’t necessarily a kitchen chore, but because 
these apps are the same as the previous appliances, it fits. The-
ses smart washers and dryers are just like the dishwasher. You can 
start/stop/pause a load, check on the status, receive a notification when 
the load is finished, and run diagnostics from the convenience of your 
smart device. 
Smart Dishes: You can buy smart plates, and forks that monitor your 
calorie intake, and connect with an app to help you keep track of what 
you are eating. You probably shouldn’t put them through your smart 
dishwasher though. 
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Smart Slow Cookers: Control you smart crockpot from your 
phone or tablet. You can check the temperature, change 
the setting, and turn it on and off. It makes the easiest 
cooking device even more convenient. 

Smart Coffee Pot: Most coffee pots can be set on a timer to 
start brewing when you want. Smart pots can be told to brew 
from your phone so that whenever you want coffee you can 
start a pot. 

Smart Trash Cans: Most smart trash cans are just touch-
free, and odor controlling. There is one smart can that incor-
porates a barcode scanner. As you throw your food away, 
you scan the barcode, and the trash can adds it to a grocery 
list on your smart device. 
 
Dash Buttons: Amazon dash buttons allow you to create a 
button for any household product that you can order from 
Amazon. The buttons can be placed anywhere, so in theory, 
you could place your Tide Pod button in your laundry room, 
so as soon as you that you are running low you simply press 
the button and reorder them. Many companies are looking to 
develop similar smart buttons. 

Even the most basic necessities can be enhanced in a Smart Home. 

Smart-Bathroom technology will make your bathroom more than 

a room you have to use.  

Smart Toilets: Smart toilets offer basic features, like touch-
free flushing, a sensor that opens/closes the lid, auto-
matic bowl cleaning, and deodorizer. They also have 
some more extravagant features as well, like a built-in 
bidet, heated seats and more. 

 
Enhanced Vanities: Imagine brushing your teeth 
and watching TV in the mirror. With enhanced vanities, you 
can do just that. You can even have smart mirrors with touch 
activated lighting and fogless surfaces. Mirrors are not the 
only part of enhanced vanities though. You can alsoinvest in 
a towel heating drawer, for a spa-like experience every day. 

Smart Showers: Smart showers have various capabilities. 
They can be turned on from the comfort of your bed before 
you even wake up, they save your perfect shower setting, and 
some even have a TV in them. 

Privacy Windows: Smart privacy windows can be installed, or 

can be as easy as a film you place over your windows. They 

can change from a normal window to an opaque window no 

one can see through, from a remote or from your smart de-

vice. Many privacy windows also protect from harmful UV 

rays and work as insulators to maintain a comfortable 
temperature. 

Smart Nurseries 
Having a newborn is one of the most rewarding, and stressful ex-

perience in life. Thanks to Smart-Nurseries, babies are safer than 

ever, and parents can relax just a little.  

Video Monitors: Baby monitors have changed completely 

now that video cameras can easily be incorporated. Now, 

instead of merely listening in on your infant, you can visually 
check up on them from any room. Most monitors connect 

with your phone via an app, but some simply have a corre-

sponding monitor that can easily be moved from room to-

room.  

Smart Rocking: There are several different smart bas-
sinets on the market that vary in capabilities. At a 
minimum, they can all rock at various speeds that 
can be controlled by your smart device. Many can 
also emit white noise to soothe your infant, and/
or have built-in swaddling that imitates the womb. 

Smart Health Monitors: There are many different 
monitors out there for infants that monitor their 
breathing, heartbeat, movement, and even sometimes 
their temperature. Many are wearable, others are 
worked into smart crib pads and blankets. Not only do 
these monitors help prevent SIDS, but many keep 
track of diaper changes, sleep habits and more, then 
send that data to an app on your smart device. 

Smart Changing Tables: Whether it is a smart bed 
stand that acts as a baby station, and smart hub, or 
a changing mat that measures your baby’s weight to 
make sure they are properly fed, these products are 
changing the nursery game. 
 
Smart Mobiles: A smart mobile can sense what sleep-
ing stage your baby is at and react to it with sound, 
movement, and light that soothes your infant. There 
are several devices along the same line that use light, 
color, and sound to soothe your child to sleep. 

Sensors: Many parents use sensors around their chil-
dren’s nursery or bedroom for extra piece of mind. 
When the sensors are triggered they send alerts to 
your smart device. They can be placed not only at ex-
ternal entry points but internal so that you are alerted 
when anyone is entering or even moving around the 
room. Climate sensors are another smart choice, 
making sure your nursery is always the perfect tem-
perature for your baby. 
 

Smart Pet Care 
Taking care of your fur-babies is easier than ever with 
smart pet-tech. The best part about these gadgets is that 
they make life easier for you and your pets. Feel less guilty 
about leaving them home alone during the day, and enjoy 
the time you do spend with them that much more.  

Video Monitoring: Use video monitors to check on 
your pets when you aren’t home. Special pet ori-
ented pet monitors do more than just let you 
watch your pets. Many go both ways so that your 
pet can see and hear you as well, and some even 
allow you to dispense treats. 

Self –Cleaning Litter Boxes: Cat care becomes that 
much easier with self-cleaning litter boxes that wash, 
sanitize, dry and fill themselves. They even have liter 
boxes disguised as cabinets, to be truly out of sight 
and out of mind. 
 
Smart Mats: Many pet owners have nice furniture they 
don’t necessarily want their pets furring up. Smart 
mats use various techniques to give your pets harm-
less warnings to stay out of off-limits rooms and off 
of furniture. These are especially helpful for training 
new pets or retraining older stubborn ones. 
 
Smart Feeders: Smart feeders automatically dispense 
food, and water, for your pets. Using an app on your 
phone, you can schedule feedings and control portion 
size for your fur babies. 
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