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In 2020, Apple has four different iPad 
lines with five different screen sizes, 
ranging in price from $329 to $799 
(baseline models; the 12.9-inch iPad 
Pro with cellular connectivity and 1TB 
of storage will set you back $1,649). 
Of these, Apple has recently updated 
the iPad and iPad Air in the fall of 
2020, and refreshed the iPad Pro back 
in March. With all of these models, it 
can get pretty complicated if you're 
shopping for a new tablet.  To help 
you figure out what you're getting 
with each iPad, let's look at all the dif-
ferences between the various models, 
including what's changed with the lat-
est versions. But let's start with the 
similarities, and what you can expect 
from any Apple tablet you buy today. 
 
Across the Board: Software, Wire-
less Connectivity, Apple Pencil, and 
Magic Trackpad 

For years, the iPad ran the same oper-
ating system as the iPhone: iOS. It was 
Apple's standard mobile operating 
system for over a decade, running 
through 12 separate iterations. That 
changed with the release of iPadOS, 
formally splitting the iPad's operating 
system off from the now-iPhone-only 
iOS. The tablet-specific operating sys-
tem focuses on streamlining and ex-
panding multitasking to improve the 
usefulness of iPads as workplace de-
vices, with pinnable widgets and cross
-app workflow features like split 
screen and rapidly sliding between 
screens.  
Wireless connectivity is also almost 
universally strong across the iPad 
models. Every version has at least 
Bluetooth 4.2, dual-band 2.4/5GHz Wi
-Fi with MIMO, and optional LTE cellu-
lar connectivity.  As for future-

 

Proofing, none of the iPads support 5G yet; Apple hasn't even an-
nounced its first 5G iPhone, so we'll be waiting a while for a 5G 
iPad.  Every iPad also supports the Apple Pencil. This doesn't 
mean every Apple Pencil is the same; the $99 first-generation Ap-
ple Pencil works with the iPad and iPad mini, while the $129 sec-
ond-generation Apple Pencil works with the iPad Air and iPad Pro. 
All iPads can work with Bluetooth keyboards, but the iPad, iPad 
Air, and iPad Pro all also feature Smart Connectors that make 
them compatible with Apple's Smart Keyboard, and the iPad Air 
and iPad Pro also work with Apple's higher-end Magic Keyboard 
and Smart Keyboard Folio. The most recent iPadOS update also 
adds support for the Apple Magic Trackpad 2, letting any iPad 
work with Apple's touchpad accessory. 

 

https://au.pcmag.com/apple-ipad/68570/apple-boosts-ipad-air-with-a14-chip-usb-c
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https://au.pcmag.com/top-100-free-apps-for-your-phone-1/62657/apple-ipados
https://au.pcmag.com/race-to-5g
https://au.pcmag.com/news/63449/this-is-why-the-iphone-11-doesnt-have-5g
https://au.pcmag.com/styli-1/40176/apple-pencil
https://au.pcmag.com/computer-mice/39097/apple-magic-trackpad-2
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For a time, the iPad and iPad Air were synonymous as 
Apple's midrange tablet. The iPad Air simply replaced 
the iPad in 2015, and the iPad replaced the iPad Air 2 in 
2017. Now Apple is offering current models of both the 
iPad and the iPad Air, and they're very different from 
each other. Instead of sitting nestled between the iPad 
mini and iPad Pro in price and features, the stand-
ard iPad is Apple's budget tablet, by far the least ex-
pensive at $329. It was the least powerful, but as of the 
most recent version it's now as impressive as the pricier 
iPad mini. 
The 2020 iPad is a marked upgrade over the 2019 ver-
sion, mostly because of the processor. Apple replaced 
the aging A10 CPU with the A12, the same processor 
found in the iPad mini and the iPhone XR. It's a good 
step up in performance, but otherwise the new iPad is 
untouched from the 2019 version. 
Storage is limited, with only 32GB and 128GB models 
available, while the other iPad models start at 64GB and 
go up to 256GB for the iPad mini and Air, and up to 1TB 
for the iPad Pro. Since none of the iPads have microSD 
card slots for expanding storage, 32GB of space is pret-
ty limited. 
 
The screen is also the least advanced of the current 
models. It's a Retina LCD just like the iPad Air and iPad 
mini, with a 2,160-by-1,620-pixel resolution for 264 pix-
els per inch. That's actually a higher resolution than the 
iPad mini, but the mini's smaller screen size makes for 
higher pixel density. It also lacks the lamination and anti
-reflective coating of the more expensive models, and 
doesn't feature Wide Colour up to the DCI-P3 colour 
space or Apple's True Tone setting. 
 
The other lagging factor of the standard iPad is the 
selfie camera. While it shares the same 8MP rear-facing 
camera as the other non-Pro iPads, its front-facing 
camera is a meager 1.2MP. That's a fraction of the reso-
lution of the 7MP selfie cameras on the iPad mini and 
iPad Air, and iy means your FaceTime calls will look a lot 
less pleasant to whomever you're talking with. 
 
The big appeal of the regular iPad is the value it offers 
for the price. At $329, you're getting a big, bright 
screen and lots of functionality that outshines any 
budget Amazon Fire or Lenovo Android tablet in build 
quality and polish, and still costs far less than Sam-
sung's Galaxy Tabs. If you want a versatile entertain-
ment device for watching videos, reading books and 
comics, browsing the web, communicating with your 
friends, and even doing light text-crunching and 
presentations, it's an excellent choice. 
 
Apple iPad mini: Small but Fierce 
This is obviously the smallest iPad. It has a 7.9-inch 
screen, weighs 300 grams, and measures less than a 
quarter of an inch thick. It's small enough to fit easily in 
a bag or even a large jacket pocket, and that has its 
own appeal if the larger, pound-plus iPads are too 
bulky for you. It's the only iPad that doesn't support 
Apple's Smart Keyboard, however. 
The iPad mini doesn't make many compromises for its 
size.  Its Retina display features the lowest resolution  

of the bunch, at 2,048 by 1,536, but the smaller 
screen means a much denser 326 pixels per inch. 
If you're looking at crispness instead of the sheer 
number of pixels, it's sharper than even the iPad 
Pro. It doesn't have the ProMotion technology of 
the Liquid Retina display on the Pro, but it fea-
tures the same P3 Wide Colour and TrueTone 
modes, and fully laminated panel with anti-
reflective coating. 

It's also a relative powerhouse for its size, with 
the same A12 Bionic processor found in the iPad 
and the iPhone XR. It was the least expensive A12
-powered iPad you could buy, but as of the re-
cent iPad launch, it comes in second place; you're 
spending more for a very similar but more com-
pact package, with a better screen. 
 
Apple iPad Air: More Than iPad, Not Quite Pro 

The iPad Air takes up a compelling position be-
tween the more budget-friendly iPad and iPad 
mini, and the more powerful iPad Pro. The new-
est iPad Air is drastically redesigned, making it 
physically much more similar to the iPad Pro, 
providing that premium feel and aesthetic for a 
much lower price (but still much higher than the 
iPad and iPad mini). 
The new iPad Air does away with the curved edg-
es of the previous model in favour of flatter edg-
es to match the iPad Pro. The screen also takes 
up nearly the entire front of the tablet, moving 
the fingerprint sensor to the top edge.  The Liq-
uid Retina Display measures 10.9 inches with a 
2,360-by-1,640 resolution, for the same 264ppi as 
both the iPad and iPad Pro.  
Continued next month…….. 
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