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* What is an emulator? 

         Missed a Newsletter?  download back issues at  www.technologytraining.net.au/newsletters.html 

 

In computing, an emulator is hardware or 
software that enables one computer system 
(called the host) to behave like another com-
puter system (called the guest). 
... Emulation refers to the ability of a com-
puter program in an electronic device to emu-
late (or imitate) another program or device.  
 
What type of things can you emulate? 
Emulators can run on both PC & Mac comput-
ers and can run programs like old Nintendo, 
Atari & Sony playstation games. There is an 
Android emulator that will allow you to run 
Android apps on your computer. Another em-
ulator will allow you to run PC programs on a 
Mac and vice-versa. There is also an iPad em-
ulator for your PC. 
 
Game Emulators 
RetroArch 
If you’re going to be basking in a variety of old 
game consoles, then you might fancy an emu-
lator that covers all the bases. RetroArch is an 
open source engine that actually pulls in other 
open source emulators. You’ll find options for 
the NES, SNES, PlayStation, Sega Genesis, N64, 
and a whole lot more. Select the one you 
want to run when you start RetroArch up.  
 
MAME4Droid 
Anyone who wants to turn the clock back to 
the days when arcades ruled needs to check 
this out. MAME stands for Multiple Arcade 
Machine Emulator, and the Android version 
supports more than 8,000 different ROMs. For 
more demanding games, you’ll want decent 
hardware, and you might run into trouble 
with performance.  
 
Nostalgia.NES 
The Nintendo Entertainment System is fondly 
remembered by many gamers, and this emu-
lator helps you relive some of those classic 
gaming moments. You can customize the vir-
tual controller, save games,  and even rewind  

  the action. Unfortunately, you’ll need 
to be online and put up with ads if you 
want to take advantage of all of those 
features.  
Snes9X EX+ 
This free SNES emulator is open source, 
and compatible with the vast majority 
of games. You’re going to want an An-
droid device with at least a 1GHz pro-
cessor, which isn’t going to be a prob-

lem nowadays. It comes with Bio Worm, and you can add ROMs to your inter-
nal storage or SD card. As long as games are in .smc or .sfc formats, then they 
should work just fine. There are also no ads, which is a rarity for a free app.  
 
PPSSPP 
If you want to run your Sony PSP games on your Android, then PPSSPP is the 
emulator for you. You can use it to play free homebrew games, or dump your 
own PSP games in .iso or .cso format. You can even transfer saved games from 
your PSP. You will need a decent set of specs to run games. Not everything 
runs perfectly, and slow down is pretty common, depending on the Android 
device you use.  
 
2600.EMU 
Who can resist some old school Atari action? This 2600 emulator is open 
source, and it runs well on the majority of Android smartphones. You’ll need 
ROMs in .a26 or .bin formats, and zipped files will work just fine. It also sup-
ports save states and some controllers via Bluetooth.  
 
C64.EMU 
If you have fond memories of the Commodore 64, you can relive those early 
80’s games with this emulator. It supports a wide variety of file formats, and 
you should be able to get a Bluetooth keyboard or game pad working with it.  
 
DosBox Turbo 
This is a DOS emulator that will run your classic DOS and Windows games on 
your Android smartphone or tablet. It’s optimized and runs fast, but you’re 
likely to encounter the odd random crash. It has full mouse, keyboard, and 
joystick emulation, as well as a host of other features (including LAN support) 
that make it the best option in the Play Store right now.  
 
NES.EMU 
You’ll enjoy solid NES game emulation with this app. It also emulates the old 
Zapper gun, and some other bits and pieces. It will read zipped ROMs in .nes 
or .unf formats, and it can handle .fds files with a Famicon BIOS. With save-
state support, configurable controls, and backup memory, it has everything 
you need.  
 
ePSXe 
Run your Sony playstation games on your Android device.  You’ve got configu-
rable controls, loads of controller support, and it runs fast. It seems to be com-
patible with most games, and if you already use the PC version you can share. 

https://www.digitaltrends.com/mobile/best-android-phones/
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Android Emulators for PC’s               
Bluestacks is definitely the most famous 
Adroid emulator (founded 8 years ago) on our list, and it is also 
the most widely used one. And rightfully so.  

It is totally free and is the best Android emulator for Windows XP, 
Windows 8 & Windows 10. 
Bluestacks will run 97% of apps in the Google play store.  
An example would be if you purchased a pair of IP security camer-
as that you can monitor on your Android phone but you want to 
also monitor from you home computer. Your computer is running 
Windows 10 and the camera software only works with Android. If 
you install the “Bluestacks” emulator, you will be able to run the 
camera software on your home computer. 
 
iPad Emulator for PC 
Ipadian is a program  that can transform your PC into an Ipad. It 
can run applications specially designed for iOS. It is a simulator 
that can help you to test applications or to play iOS games directly 
on your computer. 

How to run Mac software on a PC. 
You will need to download the latest versions of “Virtual Box” and  
VM ware player. You also need a copy of macOS, too. Mojave is 
the latest macOS version.   
 
You can find out further information on how to  download and 
install  the components to run MAC on your PC by going on Google 
and searching “VirtualBox” or click on this link. 
https://www.makeuseof.com/tag/macos-windows-10-virtual-
machine/  
 

How to run PC software on a Mac 

Sometimes, Mac users need to run Windows software. 

Maybe there’s a program you need for work that doesn’t 

offer a Mac version, or maybe you occasionally need to 

test websites in Internet Explorer. Whatever you need 

Windows for, Parallels is the best tool for the job.  

Parallels runs Windows within macOS, using what’s called 

a Virtual Machine. This allows you to quickly switch be-

tween the Mac and Windows desktops. You can even com-

bine the two desktops, if you want, and run Windows soft-

ware right on your Mac desktop from your Mac’s dock.  

Virtual machines are complicated, but Parallels makes it 

reasonably simple to set one up and use it. There are other 

virtual machine options available to Mac users, including 

the open source VirtualBox, but Parallels is different in that 

it’s designed exclusively with Mac users in mind. Parallels 

costs more (since VirtualBox is free and Parallels is not), 

but there are hundreds of little design touches that help 

make running Windows within macOS as painless as possi-

ble, and that make setting everything up quick and easy.  

How to run Android on a Mac computer. 

You can use “Bluestacks” as they have a Mac version of 

their emulator. Other emulators are: 

Genymotion 

With 3X the speed of actual device this Android emulator 

is all what you want to have. It has some awesome fea-

tures that you will not find elsewhere. For instance the 

design as well as the usage has been kept simple. You can 

use this emulator to test the android apps on Mac. With 

the strong development and awesome customer support 

this app player is worth installing. With Mac OSX 10.8 or 

above this app player can be used with ease and satisfac-

tion. The best part is that you get the app player’s personal 

license free of charge. With over 4 million users this emu-

lator is surely the one that matches all your needs in a per-

fect manner.  

Andyroid 

This emulator is the one that is too easy to install. With the 

help of andyroid emulator the phone can be turned into 

remote control for gaming.  

https://www.makeuseof.com/tag/macos-windows-10-virtual-machine/
https://www.makeuseof.com/tag/macos-windows-10-virtual-machine/
http://www.anrdoezrs.net/click-3607085-11925877?sid=ct198605
https://www.virtualbox.org/

