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You wouldn't steal a car... but a 

movie? Most of us seem fine with 

that. As we look down the barrel 

of a copyright crackdown many 

might be unaware of the fact that 

it isn't actually a crime to down-

load movies and TV shows with-

out permission or payment in 

Australia. It may not be ethical 

and downloaders might be sued 

for copyright infringement, but 

there are no laws that criminalise 

Australians downloading and 

watching content for their own 

individual use.  Downloading 

something like Game of 

Thrones without paying for it is a 

breach of copyright but if you're 

not doing it on a commercial 

scale, it's simply a civil issue and 

it's the copyright owner's prob-

lem if they want to come after 

you. 

Village Roadshow chairman Ri-

card Kirby stated "Plain and sim-

ple, it is theft. No one would go 

into a bookstore and walk out 

with books under their arm. The 

Australian government has indi-

cated strong support for introduc-

ing legislation, which we antici-

pate will be in the next few 

months”. While few of us would 

celebrate depriving content crea-

tors of income, Mr Kirby's classifi-

cation of downloading does 

square  with the legal definition  

of theft.  This requires permanently depriving the original owner of the item.  

When you pirate something you make a copy of it against the wishes of the copyright own-

er, but they are still capable of making copies and selling them themselves, so it's not theft! 

So why is downloading so common in Australia? 

The reasons Australians download content outside of approved channels vary. But the main 
reasons include the delay and additional costs Australians face in an increasingly global 
entertainment environment. Research released by consumer group CHOICE in September 
2014 revealed Australians can pay up to 400 per cent more for some subscription television 
content: 261 per cent more on iTunes, 219 per cent more on Google Play, and 426 per cent 
more on Foxtel Play. Gauging the rate of pirated downloading is difficult but Foxtel esti-
mates more than 500,000 Australians downloaded popular television show Game of 
Thrones outside of approved channels in season three. Foxtel has around 2.5 million sub-
scribers. Last year the millions without it only had to avoid spoilers until the program could 
be downloaded in iTunes or QuickFlix a week later. Apparently, half a million decided not to 
wait. More than 90,000 Australians torrented the final episode of Breaking Bad within 12 
hours of its US screening for similar reasons. This year, those without Foxtel weren't be 
able to see any episode of Game of Thrones on local streaming services until the whole 
season had finished.  
 
Is it legal to download movies from Youtube? 

Is it illegal to download YouTube videos for personal use? Many people would answer that 
question by suggesting it's something of a 'grey' area. Actually it's pretty black and white. 
Google owns YouTube and, as we all well know, Google pads out its rather fat wallet with 
money made through advertising. It provides free video content for you to enjoy at your 
leisure, and you return the favour in the form of a website 'hit'. The more visitors it rec-
ords, the more money it can charge to display advertisments. Download the video to watch 
it offline and, although Google recorded a hit the first time you came to the video, you'll 
remove any money-making potential it has for your subsequent viewings. Naturally, then, 
Google doesn't want you to side-step its advertising by downloading video content from 
YouTube. Neither do the creators of videos who also make money from the adverts. But 
taking steps to avoid video streaming-quality issues and overstepping your data-download 
limit are surely common sense, and avoiding advertising isn't illegal. After all, in-browser ad 
blockers are legal – if a little unfair to the publisher when accessing free, ad-supported me-
dia - and no-one will pull you in front of a judge for leaving the room to make a cup of tea 
during a TV ad break. You can even skip the ads after a few seconds on most free catch-up 
TV sites, and more than likely fast-forward the ads on recorded programmes. 
 
“I’ve heard about people using a VPN to download movies—what is this”? 
A VPN is a virtual private network. VPN’s were initially used to connect securely to a re-
mote network via the Internet. Most companies maintain VPNs so that employees can ac-
cess files, applications, printers, and other resources on the office network without com-
promising security, but you can also set up your own VPN to safely access your secure 
home network while you’re on the road. A VPN allows you to connect to the internet via a 
server run by a VPN provider. All data traveling between your computer, phone or tablet, 
and this "VPN server" is securely encrypted.  
In order to use a VPN you must first sign up for a VPN service, which typically cost between 
$5 and $10 a month (with reductions for buying six months or a year at a time). A contract 
with a VPN service is required to use a VPN. Note: using a VPN service does not replace the 
need for an internet service provider (ISP). It is your ISP that provides your internet con-
nection in the first place. 

http://www.smh.com.au/digital-life/digital-life-news/leaked-discussion-paper-reveals-australian-online-piracy-crackdown-in-full-swing-20140725-zwypd.html
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          Computer Terminology Explained 
3G 
Example: "Does your smartphone support 3G or 4G?" 
3G refers to the third generation of cellular data standards. Cell 
phone companies often market mobile phones as "3G devices," 
but there is no single 3G standard. Rather, 3G is a broad label 
given to cellular technologies that support data transfer rates of 
14.4 Mbps or faster. 

 
4G 
Example: "Some 4G networks offer faster speeds than cable or 
DSL." 
4G is the fourth generation of cellular data standards. Like 3G, 
there is no single 4G technology. Instead, 4G an umbrella of 
technologies that conform to the requirements established by 
the International Telecommunications Union. All 4G devices 
must support a data transfer rate of at least 100 Mbps. 

ADSL 
Stands for "Asymmetric Digital Subscriber Line." ADSL is a type 
of DSL, which is a method of transferring data over copper tele-
phone lines. While symmetrical DSL (SDSL) uploads and down-
loads data at the same speed, ADSL has different maximum 
data transfer rates for uploading and downloading data. 

For example, an ADSL connection may allow download rates of 
1.5Mbps, while upload speeds may only reach 256Kbps. Since 
most users download much more data than they upload, this 
difference usually does not make a noticeable impact on Inter-
net access speeds. However, for Web servers or other comput-
ers that send a lot of data upstream, ADSL would be an ineffi-
cient choice. 
 
Gateway 
A gateway is either hardware or software that acts as a bridge 
between two networks so that data can be transferred be-
tween a number of computers. For example, when you send an 
e-mail to a friend or when you log in to a Web site, there is a 
gateway that allows the connection take place. Often, your con-
nection to a Web site will involve many smaller connections to 
other servers along the way. In these cases, a number of gate-
ways are used. 
 
Access Point 
Example: "The coffee shop provides an access point for cus-
tomers with Wi-Fi devices." 
An access point provides wireless access to a network. Devices 
connected to an access point can communicate with other de-
vices on the network. They may also connect to the Internet if 
the access point is linked to an Internet connection, which is 
commonly the case. Access points that use Wi-Fi are also called 
base stations. 

File Extension 
Example: "Common file extensions include ".txt" for text files 
and ".jpg" for JPEG image files." 
A file extension is the last part of a filename, after the dot (e.g. 
".pdf"). Most file extensions are three characters long, but they 
can be shorter or longer as well. File extensions are used to 

define the file type of each file. The operating system uses 
this information to select which application will open the file 
and choose the appropriate icon for the file. 

Wireless Standards: 

802.11b 
802.11b is a Wi-Fi standard developed by the IEEE for trans-
mitting data over a wireless network. It operates on a 2.4 
GHz band and allows for wireless data transfers up to 11 
Mbps. A faster standard, called 802.11g, was introduced a 
few years after 802.11b and supports data transfer rates up 
to 54 Mbps. This can make a difference in the speed of data 
transfers within a local network, but since broadband Inter-
net access is limited to around 5 Mbps, a 802.11b wireless 
connection will not be a bottleneck for Internet access. Most 
wireless networks are based on either 802.11b or 802.11g. 
 
802.11g 
802.11g is a Wi-Fi standard developed by the IEEE for trans-
mitting data over a wireless network. It operates on a 2.4 
GHz bandwidth and supports data transfer rates up to 54 
Mbps. 802.11g is backward compatible with 802.11b hard-
ware, but if there are any 802.11b-based computers on the 
network, the entire network will have to run at 11 Mbps (the 
max speed that 802.11b supports). However, you can config-
ure your 802.11g wireless router to only accept 802.11g de-
vices, which will ensure your network runs at its top speed. 
 
802.11n 
802.11n is a wireless (Wi-Fi) standard that was introduced in 
2007. It supports a longer range and higher wireless transfer 
rates than the previous standard, 802.11g. 
802.11n devices support MIMO (multiple in, multiple out) 
data transfers, which can transmit multiple streams of data 
at once. This technology effectively doubles the range of a 
wireless device. Therefore, a wireless router that uses 
802.11n may have twice the radius of coverage as an 
802.11g router. This means a single 802.11n router may cov-
er an entire household, whereas an 802.11g router might 
require additional routers to bridge the signal. 
The previous 802.11g standard supported transfer rates of 
up to 54 Mbps. Devices that use 802.11n can transfer data 
over 100 Mbps. With an optimized configuration, the 
802.11n standard can theoretically support transfer rates of 
up to 500 Mbps. That is five times faster than a standard 
100Base-T wired Ethernet network. 

So if your residence is not wired with an Ethernet network, 
it's not a big deal. Wireless technology can finally keep pace 
with the wired network. Of course, with the faster speeds 
and larger range that 802.11n provides, it is more important 
than ever to password protect your wireless network. 
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