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                In this issue: 

* What can you do with 

Cortana in Windows 10? 

         Missed a Newsletter?  download back issues at  www.technologytraining.net.au/newsletters.html 

Most of you that have taken ad-

vantage of the free upgrade to 

Windows 10 would have noticed 

that the “search bar” has now 

changed to include “Cortana”.  

“Cortana” is the speech assistant 

similar to “Siri” in the iPhone—So 

what can you do with it? 

Cortana is one of Windows 10’s 
most visible new features. Mi-
crosoft’s virtual assistant makes 
the leap from Windows Phone to 
the desktop, and there’s a lot you 
can do with it. It isn’t just a voice 
assistant either — you can also 
type commands and questions . 
Open Cortana to see information it 
thinks you might care about. Cor-
tana provides a lot of passive infor-
mation, too, even notifying you 
when you need to leave to make 
an appointment on time. 
 

Set Reminders for Times, Places, 

and People 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Cortana has a powerful built-in reminder feature, but there’s more you can do with 
these reminders than simply getting a reminder at a specific time. Use the Reminders 
icon or say “Remind me” to get started. You can create a reminder and have Cortana 
remind you about something at a specific time, when you get to a specific location, or 
when you talk to a specific person. You can also just say something like “Remind me to 
take my pill at 8pm” or “Remind me to buy milk when I get to [name of a store]” to in-
stantly create a reminder. 

Use Natural Language Search 

Cortana supports natural language 
search for files on your computer. 
For example, you can ask Cortana to 
“find pictures from August” or “find 
documents about Windows” to find 
pictures from the months of August 
or document files related to Win-
dows. It’s the built-in Windows 
search feature ,but with more natu-
ral language capabilities.  

Identify a Song 

Like Siri, Google Now, and dedicated 
apps like Shazam, Cortana can listen 
to a song playing near you and iden-
tify it. Say “What is this song?” and 
Cortana will use your microphone to 
listen to the music and match it to a 
specific song. Obviously, this works 
well with recorded music but won’t 
necessarily work with live music. 

Search the Web With Google (or 

Another Search Engine) Instead of 

Bing 

Cortana is “powered by Bing.” 
When you ask Cortana for some-
thing it doesn’t know how to an-
swer, Cortana will open your default 
web browser and perform a Bing 
search for it. Cortana respects your 
default web browser — even if it’s 
Chrome or Firefox — but won’t re-
spect your default search engine 
and will always use Bing. You can 
make Cortana use Google instead — 
or another search engine, like Duck-

DuckGo or Yahoo! — with the Chrometana extension for Google Chrome. When Cortana 
directs Google Chrome to a Bing search results page, Chrometana will automatically redi-
rect that search to Google or your search engine of choice, forcing Cortana to per-
form Google searches.  This only works if you use Chrome as your default web browser, 
of course. 

http://www.howtogeek.com/224546/how-to-use-and-configure-cortana-on-windows-10/
http://www.howtogeek.com/224546/how-to-use-and-configure-cortana-on-windows-10/
http://www.howtogeek.com/221709/how-to-change-your-default-search-engine-in-microsoft-edge/
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/chrometana-redirect-bing/kaicbfmipfpfpjmlbpejaoaflfdnabnc?hl=en
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Perform Calculations and Conversions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cortana can perform quick calculations, too. Remember that you 
can type into the Cortana search box, too — you don’t have to 
speak long numbers. You can either ask cortana for the answer 
to a math calculation like “324234 * 34234” or enter a unit con-
version like “55 uk pounds to usd”. This works for currencies as 
well as other types of units. 

Track Flights and Packages 

Cortana can track flights using the flight number and packages 
using their tracking numbers. Just enter a flight or package track-
ing number into the Cortana search box — you could just copy-
and-paste it — to view the current status. 
Find Facts 

Cortana uses Bing to provide direct answers to common ques-
tions. This is similar to Google’s Knowledge Graph.  

For example, you can ask questions like “What is the tallest 
building in the world?” or “Who is the president of the Unit-
ed States?” to get an immediate answer. 

Check the Weather 

Use Cortana to quickly check the weather in different loca-
tions. “Weather” will show you the weather at your current 
location, while “weather in [location]” will show you the 
weather in another city. 

Get Directions 

Cortana can respond with directions, too. Ask for 
“directions to [location]” and Cortana will open the included 
Windows 10 Maps app with directions to your location of 
choice. 

Set Alarms 

Cortana also supports alarms, not just reminders.  Ask Cor-

tana to “set alarm for (time)” and it will create an alarm for 

you.  (More on Cortana next month) 


