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Since the introduction of Windows 8 you are 

given the option of signing into your com-

puter with either a local or Microsoft ac-

count. So what’s the difference? 

What Is A Local Account? 
A local account is a username and password 
combination that you have used to log into 
earlier versions of Windows operating sys-
tems. It grants you access to the system's 
resources and allows you to customize it 
with your own settings and preferences. A 
local user account in Windows 10 will allow 
you to install Desktop apps, personalize 
settings and use the operating system the 
old fashioned way. 

Of course, local accounts can be created for 

a single system, so if you have multiple de-

vices, you will need to use a different ac-

count for each one of them. Also, even if it is 

not necessarily recommended, this type of 

account allows you to remove password 

protection if you don't want it. You can ac-

cess the Windows Store but, unfortunately, 

you cannot download and install apps with-

out a Microsoft account. Lastly, your settings 

will not be synchronized across all of the 

devices you normally use. 

What Is A Microsoft Account? 

As most of you already know, a Microsoft 

account is basically a rebranding of any of a 

number of previous accounts for Microsoft 

products. As such, if you have ever used ser-

vices like Hotmail, Windows Live and Out-

look  or devices like an Xbox or a Windows 

Phone, then you are sure to already have a Microsoft account. By rebranding 

and combining all these different accounts, Microsoft allows for complete inte-

gration of all their services into a single account. This means that you can use it 

to get access to everything connected with the Microsoft ecosystem.  If you 

have a Bigpond email, then this is your Microsoft account (depending on wheth-

er or not it has been transitioned by Telstra). The big difference from a local 

account is that you use an email address instead of a username to log into the 

operating system. This means that you can use either a Microsoft bound email 

address (hotmail.com, live.com or outlook.com) or Yahoo!, Gmail and even an 

ISP specific email address to create your Microsoft account. Unfortunately, this 

type of sign in process means that you cannot remove, if that is what you want, 

the password protection. You can only change it. 

Also, a Microsoft account allows you to have a two step verification system of 

your identity each time you sign in. This requires you to enter a security code 

each time you sign into a device that is not on your trusted list.  

Why Would You Use A Microsoft Account? 

When you use a Microsoft account in Windows 10, you can synchronize a part 

of your settings between your devices. The idea is that when you first set up a 

computer you have to finely tweak system settings so that it would be personal-

ized to your liking. This means choosing a background, changing update 

settings, setting up the Homegroup and networking options, configuring devices 

and even selecting your time and language settings. Getting everything set up 

the way you like takes a lot of time and it cannot be bypassed. Plus, it's a hassle 

to do this every time you either buy a new computer or device or when you 

need to reinstall the operating system.  

After having configured a 

Windows 10 computer or 

device that is linked to 

your Microsoft account, 

you can log into any Win-

dows 8.1/10 powered 

computer or device that 

is connected to the inter-

net and your settings will 

be automatically synced 

between them.  

 

The most obvious of the benefits in using a Microsoft account is the ability to 

download, install and restore modern apps from the Windows Store.  
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                                               Alert! - Major Scam 

 

If you get an error on your Windows PC that looks like the above, DO NOT under any circumstance contact the phone number on 

that screen. It’s a SCAM to take your money. You will not be able to close the window, it will keep popping up. If you get this er-

ror, you’ll need to kill the Internet Explorer processes that have spawned.  

The message claims that user’s computer is infected with virus and spyware, and user’s passwords, credit card details, and 
photos are being stolen. This message commands the user to call the number within 5 minutes; otherwise, the computer will 
be disabled. Do not worry - your computer is not going to be disabled after 5, 10, or more minutes. This way, the adware-type 
software only tries to intimidate you. If you see this bogus message on your screen, you should ignore it and remove Error 
#268D3 error virus from your computer without a delay because you are simply dealing with fake tech support scammers, 
which seek to intimidate you and talk you into calling the number provided. These are fake tech support numbers that YOU 
SHOULD NOT CALL ARE: 1800 213 922,  855-712-8551,  855-976-9325,  855-466-6491 

 What is the aim of tech support scammers? 

“Error #268D3” scammers seek to convince the computer user to call the number, and their primary objective is to convince 

the PC user to give them access to the computer. Scammers then can place malicious programs on the PC system, such as Tro-

jans, viruses, or worms. Beware, because they might try to spy on you and steal your personal or banking information.  Howev-

er, some scammers do not seek to get access to victim’s computer, but they aim to talk the victim into buying rogue anti-

spyware or anti-malware programs. You should not let frauds fool you, so as soon as you notice ads by “Error #268D3,” you 

should check the list of programs that were recently installed on your computer system.  

How did Error #268D3 hijack your computer system? 

Usually, such potentially unwanted programs (PUP) spread along with other free software, and can be installed without users 

knowledge. It happens because the statements about the existence of these additions are usually concealed behind Default or 

Standard installation settings, and the majority of computers users tend to rely on them.  

For more information and how to remove the virus visit our website www.technologytraining.net.au and click on the “blog” or 

click here. 

You can also listen to the actual recording. 

http://technologytraining.net.au/category/blog

