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When tablets & smartphones were in-

troduced they were basically viewing 

devices, enabling the user to see con-

tent on the internet and view pictures 

and documents. As these devices be-

come more popular the ability to be 

able to print is a necessary requirement 

and is achieved via wireless.  Printing 

through a USB lead or a network cable is 

a comparatively simple job, as both PC 

and printer know what they're connect-

ed to. It's not nearly as easy, however, 

with a wireless link. In an ideal world, 

any wireless device would always be 

aware of any printers in its vicinity and 

able to print to them on command, 

while the printers would be happy to 

print any data stream they detected. 

There's just one fly in the ointment – 

security.  

You only want 'legitimate' devices to 

print to your printers and you only want 

authorised printers to respond to a print 

request. So, the ideal wireless print pro-

tocol should make it easy for approved 

devices to print to approved printers, 

but hard for unapproved ones to do so. 

There have been a number of solutions 

to this problem, with varying degrees of 

success.  

ePrint 

This is an umbrella term for a range of 

technologies from HP, but an ePrint ma-

chine is usually defined by its ability to 

print emails and attachments sent via 

the cloud from mobile devices.  

Each ePrint printer is assigned a unique email address to receive the messages di-

rectly rather than through a connected computer. If you're using ePrint to print to a 

local printer – for example, in the same room – it can take longer than would a direct 

connection. The email has to go up to the cloud, be rendered at HP's ePrint Center 

then returned to the printer for processing.  The facilities provided by ePrint are 

basic, with minimal control over the size of any printed image and none over the 

number of copies printed; you get one per email.  

AirPrint—  This technology was introduced in 2010 to address the problem of some 

Apple mobile devices not being able to print easily through other means. It connects 

an OSX or iOS device to a wireless printer via the router in a wireless network. It 

doesn't connect directly between device and printer.  The main advantage of Air-

Print is that you don't have to install drivers for a specific printer before printing. As 

long as the printer is AirPrint compatible – pretty much all HP printers, and most 

modern ones from Brother, Canon and Epson – you should be able to use AirPrint 

with it straight out of the box.  

Wi-Fi Direct— This technology was developed under the Wi-Fi Alliance, a grouping 

of hardware and software providers, including HP, Intel and other chip manufactur-

ers. It's designed to simplify the connection of Wi-Fi Direct devices and to enable 

them to communicate directly, rather than relying on a router as intermediary.  The 

technology includes Wi-Fi Protected Setup (WPS), which enables the connection of 

two devices using either a designated button on one of them, or a PIN code on one 

or both. It's easier to connect WPS than even to set up a simple Bluetooth pairing. 

With Wi-Fi Direct, you will typically need a print App on your mobile device for the 

make of printer you're using. These are usually free as a one-time download and 

install. The disadvantage is that if you regularly print to more than one type of print-

er, you'll need a different app for each one.  

NFC— Near field communication (NFC) is a new technology beginning to appear in 

printers – some new Samsung models are set to feature it, for example – designed 

to overcome this problem.  A passive 'tag' is embedded in one device and an active 

transceiver in the other, both using radio frequency identification (RFID). This makes 

it possible to transfer details of a specific printer to a portable device, simply by 

bringing that device close to the printer or touching them together. The Wi-Fi Direct 

link is then set up for a one-off print without any sign-in or passcode being required.  

NFC can be used with other technologies, such as Bluetooth, but for printing it's like-

ly to be primarily Wi-Fi Direct. Although wireless connection from mobile device to 

printer is currently a bit of a mish mash of different procedures and technologies, 

things are improving, and protocols like WPS setup and NFC can help provide ad hoc 

connections with no more than a couple of button presses.  
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                                  TV Streaming In Australia 

Netflix joined the ranks of act-
ing players in the Australian 
streaming market on March 
24th, following the official 

launch of Stan on Australia Day this year, and the 
release of the Presto TV entertainment package only 
a week or so before that. Netflix may be the leading 
internet TV service in the US, but the streaming gi-
ant has some stiff competition down under. 

Netflix will be available on Samsung, LG, Sony, 
Panasonic, Philips and HiSense, smart Televisions 
from March 24th. The US heavyweight has also bro-
kered a deal with the Australian set top box and al-
ternate cable TV provider, FetchTV to have an app 
directly on the device. Netflix had the movie premi-
ere of DreamWorks Animation's The Adventures of 
Puss in Boots in January, for its more established 
streaming regions around the world, and it intends to 
maintain its reputation for a solid level of kids con-
tent in Australia. Netflix has also announced deals 
with Walt Disney Animation Studios, Pixar Anima-
tion Studios, Marvel Studios and Lucasfilm for the 
distribution of children's titles in Australia. They 
have also brought over its specific settings that allow 
children to browse content by themselves without 
accidentally bumping into something inappropriate. 
The child-friendly interface that allows kids to pe-
ruse a massive catalogue of titles ordered by their 
favourite mermaid or Pokemon character, offers a 
unique and engaging experience for kids.  

The Seven and Foxtel 
venture also has a content 
deal with Viacom, so it 
shares recognisable chil-
dren's titles including 

SpongeBob Square Pants, Dora the Explorer and the 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. Deals with other big 
children's program distributors Saban, DHX Media 
and Hasbro Studios add an extensive range of shows 
that are suitable for the whole family. Classic Dis-
ney films like Aladdin, The Little Mermaid, Toy 
Story and Tarzan are also present, complementing 
the newer family hits like Frozen, Ice age 2, UP, and 
A Night At the Museum. Presto brokered a deal with 
HBO for its launch in 2015, which includes access 
to 13 popular premium shows. The latest seasons of 
Boardwalk Empire (currently only pay-per-view on 
Quickflix) will be exclusive to the Presto service. 
Presto has also confirmed a deal with Showtime giv-
ing subscribers access to shows like Dexter, Califor-
nication, Deadwood and Ray Donovan. This content 
is complemented by selected shows from Seven 
West Media and Foxtel making Presto's selection 
decent, but still comparatively slim on its range, and 
with notably less exclusives.  
 

Stan's content lineup fea-
tures the fruits of deals 
with Sony Pictures Televi-

sion, CBS (includes SHOWTIME), MGM, BBC, 
ABC, Viacom, and SBS and World Movies making 
its TV offering one of the most robust of the three 
live services. Following in the footsteps of Netflix, 
Stan has announced that it is working on original lo-
cally-produced content including a six part TV series 
based on the film Wolf Creek and a mini-series 
called Enemies of the State. New shows like Gallipo-
li and a solid range of Aussie films combine to show 
the local streaming service's commitment to quality 
Australian content. Mozart in the Jungle, Transparent 
and Better Call Saul are new and acclaimed TV titles 
that will be exclusive to Stan for the entire life of 
each series. There's also a good mix of popular and 
up-and-coming shows available on the service.  
Stan's recent Roadshow Entertainment deal secured 
some desirable titles that are available immediately 
including The LEGO Movie, The Hunger Games: 
Mockingjay Part 1, The Wolf of Wall Street, Edge of 
Tomorrow, The Inbetweeners 2, A Walk Among the 
Tombstones, John Wick, The Judge, and Australian 
films Wolf Creek 2 and Felony. The Imitation Game, 
the comedy St. Vincent, and Golden Globe winning 
biopic Big Eyes will also be available later in the 
year.  

Quickflix offers a 
somewhat eclectic 
mix of films. Because 
there's a pay-per-view 
movie streaming op-
tion on Quickflix, the 

newest home rental titles are placed there first, mean-
ing what ends up in the subscription movie basket is 
either good but old or seems as though it's scraping 
the barrel in terms of quality.  Because it boasts a 
tonne of films, this service is more suited to movie 
buffs looking for a comprehensive back catalogue 
rather than access to the very latest releases. 
Quickflix currently has back catalogues of HBO 
shows like True Blood, Entourage, The Sopranos, 
and The Wire available on its subscription service. 
There are also BBC titles like Sherlock, Little Brit-
ain, Faulty Towers, The Office and Torchwood, SBS 
titles like The Killing and Wilfred, and a huge range 
of films available on the $9.99 per month plan.  
 
What do you need to stream TV? 
You can do it on your computer, smart TV, 
smartphone, iPad or Android Tablet, Chromecast or 
similar devices. 
Visit the companies websites for more details. 

http://www.techradar.com/au/reviews/audio-visual/av-accessories/netflix-1065801/review
http://www.techradar.com/au/reviews/phones/mobile-phones/iphone-apps/entertainment/stan-1281619/review
http://www.techradar.com/au/reviews/cameras-and-camcorders/presto-1233802/review
http://www.techradar.com/au/reviews/audio-visual/av-accessories/netflix-1065801/review
http://www.techradar.com/au/reviews/audio-visual/av-accessories/netflix-1065801/review
http://www.techradar.com/au/news/video/stan-the-content-line-up-so-far-1281220
http://www.techradar.com/au/reviews/phones/mobile-phones/iphone-apps/entertainment/quickflix-1286240/review

