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As you’ve probably heard by now, Windows 10 

will see the illustrious return of the Start menu — 

except it isn’t quite the Start menu that you’re 

used to from Windows 7 and Vista. In fact, it’s 

better! The Windows 10 Start menu is the best 

Start menu yet.  

Let’s break it down. The left side of the Windows 

10 Start menu is, except for some new coloring 

and formatting, is mostly identical to Windows 7. 

There are a few improvements, however: The 

power button has moved to the top, and the 

right-hand menus like Documents, Computer, 

and Control Panel have moved to the left, to a 

“pinned” section at the top. This frees up the 

right side of the Windows 10 Start menu for… live 

tiles!  

Before you all run away screaming, the live tile/

Metro portion of the new Start menu is surpris-

ingly not that painful. By default, you get a bunch 

of Metro apps like Skype, Weather, Mail, and 

Store. You can remove any and all of these tiles 

(so that there are no live tiles at all) — or you can 

add just about anything you want, too. So, for 

example, you could just use the right side of the 

Start menu for large icons of your favourite apps 

and games (screenshot below). If you’re worried 

about the live tiles being too alive, you can turn 

off their updates/animations, too.  

 

The Windows 10 Start menu is also quite customizable — or at least, 

more so than the stock Windows 7 Start menu. You can change the back-

ground colour (right click > Personalize), drag live tiles around, and pin 

your favourite apps on the left hand side. Perhaps most importantly, you 

can customize which “system” items appear (Control Panel, Documents, 

This PC, etc.) — right click the taskbar > Properties > Start Menu > Cus-

tomize. Very few of these items are on the Windows 10 Start menu by 

default, though.  

Windows 10 start menu properties.  

the Windows 10 Start menu functions pretty much as you’d expect it. You 

can type application names into the search/run box at the bottom, and if 

the name matches an app it will usually launch (some apps worked for 

me; some didn’t) — if you don’t get an exact match, the Search app pops 

up, which is basically just Bing in a browser window (but you can’t change 

it to Google, it seems). Clicking All Apps shows you the same All Apps 

view as Windows 7. The power button works as you’d expect. Clicking 

your portrait lets you lock or sign out of the PC.  

You can also switch back to the Start screen via the taskbar properties 

window, if you so wish. So far, it seems the Windows 10 Start screen is 

identical to Windows 8.1. Switching to and from the Start screen/menu 

requires you to sign out and back in.  
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           10 reasons to upgrade to Windows 8.1 

If you've been hanging on tightly to your Windows XP or Win-
dows 7 installation, the arrival of Windows 8.1 might just tempt 
you to let go. Early Windows 8 problems have been ironed out, 
extra features and tools have been added and Microsoft seems 
to be more sure of its footing in this brave new world of mo-
biles, tablets, touchscreens and traditional computers. Zlisted 
below is a collection of notable benefits that make 8.1 an ap-
pealing upgrade, and why you should make the switch.  

 
1)  Smart Search— search results from the web appear along-
side your local files. By default, the new Smart Search in Win-
dows 8.1 includes relevant results from Bing alongside files 
from your computer and SkyDrive. It won't work for every 
search - and you can disable it if you don't like it - but it's a use-
ful tool to have at your disposal. 
 

2) New & Improved Apps— Start screens apps are increasing in 
number and quality. Microsoft's own apps, like Mail and Pho-
tos, are getting better all the time, and third-party developers 
are also starting to up their game - the Start screen Netflix app 
is actually an improvement on the web interface, particularly if 
you're using a larger screen.  
App docking is improved too, so you can more easily use Start 
screen and desktop apps alongside each other, or even have 
three or four apps running simultaneously on larger displays.  
 

 

3)   Cloud Capabilities 

Skydrive integration is more seamless than ever before. 
SkyDrive might not be called SkyDrive for much longer 
thanks to a legal challenge, but it's here to stay. Microsoft's 
cloud-based file storage system is better integrated into 
Windows 8.1 after the half-way-house of Windows 8, offer-
ing users effortless syncing and backup, and making it easier 
to share files online too. If you prefer Dropbox, there are 
free official desktop and Start screen apps available.  
 
4) Desktop Tweaks 

The introduction of “This PC” is one of the changes on the 
desktop. f you're a pre-Windows 8 user you may well want 
to spend most of your time on the desktop, and there are 
improvements afoot here too. Microsoft has introduced a 
Desktop Display Scaling function to enhance performance 
on larger and smaller screens (or systems with two displays 
of differing resolutions), simplified the File Explorer utility 
with a "This PC" view that replaces "Computer" and added 
extra commands to the right-click Start menu (including 
Network Connections and shutdown).  
(More next month!) 
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