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In this issue: 

*Technology Jargon Explained 

 

As many of you may have re-

ceived a computer ipad, android 

tablet or smartphone for 

Christmas I though I would 

dedicate this issue to some of 

the terminology you may 

comes across. 
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What is an Android phone or tablet? 

In a sentence: an Android phone is a smartphone that uses Google's Android as its operating system. A tablet is - 
can you guess? - a tablet that uses Android as its OS. 

Android is a Linux-based operating system designed and maintained by Google. It's aimed principally at 
touchscreen smartphones and tablets, although some laptop makers are starting to run Android on their devices 
for reasons of cost. 

That doesn't mean that Android phones are made by Google. Far from it, Google makes only the software - the on-
ly 'Google' phones and tablets are the Nexus devices such as the Nexus 4 phone and the Nexus 7 tablet. They are 
manufactured by third parties with Google funding, and marketed as Google devices in order to increase sales of 
Android phones, apps and media. 

The reason so many phones and tablets run Google software is simple: Android is open source, or free to use. This 
means that any phone or tablet maker can use Android as their operating system, without having to develop their 
own software or pay a licensing fee. 

Most phone and tablet makers choose Android for this reason, which means that Android is now the most popular 
platform for smartphones, and very popular with app makers. In turn this also means that smartphone purchasers 
can buy apps for their phones and know that they should work on most other smartphones, with the exception of 
iPhone, BlackBerry and Windows Phone devices. And Android is very well supported by app makers, and movie, 
magazine, music and TV publishers. 

What is Android 4.1 Jelly Bean?  

Version 4.1 of Google’s Android operating system for smartphones and tablets. It incorporates an enhanced and 

more responsive user interface than 4.0 Ice Cream Sandwich. The Android system has had some funny names 

over the years such as, cup cake, donut, éclair, frozen yogurt, gingerbread, honeycomb & ice cream sandwich 

and the current version is Jellybean. I guess the software developers have a sense of humour! 

Whats a “Captcha”? 

 

 

 

A CAPTCHA is a short online typ-

ing test that is easy for humans 

to pass but difficult for robotic 

software programs. The purpose 

of a CAPTCHA is to discourage 

hackers and spammers from us-

ing auto-filling software pro-

grams at that web page. 

What’s an Avatar?  

An avatar is a graphic represen-

tation of you in cyberspace that 

you design. You can choose 

clothes, hair styles, and back 

ground.  

http://www.pcadvisor.co.uk/advisor/android/
http://www.pcadvisor.co.uk/reviews/google-android/3367078/android-41-jelly-bean-review/


 

What is cloud storage?  

A form of online storage where individuals or companies 
can store data that can then be remotely accessed from 
any PC with an active internet connection. The data may 
be physically stored on multiple servers and separated 
geographically, but it will appear in a single storage loca-
tion to the user. Examples include Dropbox and Mozy. 

What is a Device Driver?  

Often simply called a 'driver', this is a piece of program-
ming code that enables a host device, such as a PC, to 
operate an attached device such as a mouse, graphics 
card or webcam. A large number of device drivers come 
pre-packaged with Windows and other operating sys-
tems, enabling the devices to work without any extra 
software. However, the latest features and bug fixes will 
be found in the most recent versions of the drivers, 
which can usually be downloaded from manufacturers' 
websites. 

What is a Display Port?  

A high-performance digital interface for connecting dis-
plays to PCs and laptops. Like HDMI, it can also include 
audio information, but adds support for other forms of 
data transmission, such as USB. It is backward-
compatible with VGA and DVI via adaptors, and is capa-
ble of higher resolutions than HDMI. 

What is firmware?  

Firmware is program code stored in non-volatile memory 
in an electronic device. It often forms a bridge between 
the hardware device itself and the higher-level software 
that runs on it. A typical example would be a PC's BIOS 
and UEFI software. In modern devices such as 
smartphones, the entire operating system could be 
thought of as firmware, with new versions of Android, 
iOS or Windows Phone being considered firmware up-
dates. 

What is a hashtag?  

A hashtag is a word, phrase or just a collection of letters 
preceded by a hash (#) symbol. It's simply a way of cre-
ating a label by which people can refer to the same thing. 
The # means 'this is a tag' and enables other users to 
search for content marked with the same label by search-
ing for the same hashtag. Although they've been around 
for many years, it's their use on Twitter which has 
pushed them further into mainstream use. They are also 
used on services such as Instagram and Facebook. There 
is no official directory of hashtags as they can be 

invented by users at any time and inserted into posts. 
Promotional hashtags in the media can be a good way 
of creating a buzz. For example, displaying a hashtag 
on a TV show can be a handy way of initiating group 
discussion and generating fan interest. 

What is  screen resolution?  

In terms of displays, the screen resolution is a measure 
of the amount of detail which can be shown. Either in 
terms of the absolute number of pixels in an image, 
such as 1920x1080 or in terms of the number of pixels 
contained within a certain area – often expressed as 
pixels per inch (ppi). Apple's Retina displays offer a res-
olution high enough to exceed the resolution of the 
human visual system, thereby rending individual pixels 
invisible and making screen elements appear smooth 
rather than blocky. 

What is Snapchat (and Facebook Poke)?  

Snapchat is a multimedia messaging app for iOS and 
Android devices. It lets you chat via text messages, and 
send pictures and video clips. The key feature of Snap-
chat is that content can be set to self-destruct after a 
pre-determined period of time, at which point they will 
be deleted from the recipient's device. Facebook Poke 
is a similar app from the makers of Facebook, currently 
available only for iOS. 

What is a toolbar?  

A toolbar is a user interface element consisting of a 
strip of icons, buttons or similar controls. Usually found 
at the top or the sides of an interface window, they 
offer a quick and convenient way to access frequently 
used controls without having to navigate a full menu 
system. A browser's toolbar is a particular type of 
toolbar, specific to web browsers, and stays on the 
screen as you surf the internet. There are, however, 
many toolbars you may not want and which may be 
smuggled onto your system as part of the installation 
of an unrelated program. 

What’s an “attachment”? 

An attachment is a file sent by email. An attachment 
can be a document, picture, powerpoint file, movie or 
MP3. Be wary of attachment with the .exe file exten-
sions. These are executable programs which will run 
when clicked on. The may contain viruses than can 
harm your computer. A good Internet Security pro-
gram such as AVG IS will automatically detect these 
and delete or quarantine them. 
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